March 17th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Time to write letters again. The time seems to come around very quickly!

Again, there have been quite a number of accidents involving buses, most of them in China. In one, a bag/box of fireworks being carried on a long-distance bus in China exploded, destroying the bus and killing a number of people. Apparently fireworks are often transported on buses even though they are not supposed to be. (I remember a similar incident many years ago when I was travelling on a back-country bus on Mindanao in the Philippines. There were many people on the bus together with their assorted chickens, bags etc. One bag was pushed under my feet. Because of the bumpy ride my feet were thumping up and down on the bag. Well, the guy whose bag it was, told me to be careful as it was full of dynamite sticks!!!!!!) In another incident, a HK bus in China crashed while avoiding some other vehicle killing one person. Then there was a four-coach pile up on a highway in HK taking people to Tsim Sha Tsui. Many injuries but no fatalities (I think).


There were two ship collisions in or near HK waters. The first was in the sea lanes under the shorter bridge joined to the long suspension bridge on the airport highway. A container ship collided with a HK dredge which had a Russian crew of about 7. The dredge sank and only one of the crew was rescued. There was another collision just outside HK waters when another container ship collided with a Chinese fishing boat. All 5 crew members on the fishing boat killed.


Still more talk in HK about how the government is going to balance its books. Also, because the Hospital Authority is also in debt, it is possible that charges will soon be levied for all hospital services including out-patient treatment as well as for medicines. Also, HK doctors are taking legal action for the law to be enforced requiring employers to give employees one day off a week. At present, most doctors have to work very long hours; some only have one day off a month! And new doctors are likely to be getting a much-reduced starting salary soon. Just heard an item on the radio news that the results of a survey show that many university graduates would be prepared to work in China if necessary to get a job even at a lower salary.

Talking about medical things, there was a report last week saying that HK has an unenviable world record in that it has the highest rate of diseases that are resistant to antibiotics – 70% compared with 60% were Asia and about 30% for the whole world. The reason is possibly due to doctors dispensing antibiotics liberally and patients not taking the antibiotics correctly. 


Went for another run yesterday. Quite hot at 26OC though the temperature dropped to about 22OC by late afternoon – after I had finished – when a cold front arrived. Ran around Tai Lam Chung Reservoir taking 2 hours 52 minutes compared with 3 hours 38 minutes last year. Although that is an incredible 46 minutes faster, last year I was still plagued by the torn muscle in one leg and an injured Achilles tendon in the other which, together with the heat, made the running very difficult. Still, yesterday’s run was faster than I thought it would be. The pool will open at the end of this month so I guess the running season is nearly over. 


Got some clipping from NZ in a recent letter. Mentioned that there is a shortage of English teachers in the country at both primary and secondary level. One reason is because a significant number of them are coming to HK to teach English in primary and secondary schools on a HK-government sponsored programme. 


And, believe it or not, yesterday I got a birthday card from – wait for it –the HSBC bank manager where my account is!! And even worse, the card is “To Someone Special”. Really, hard to believe! I can only surmise that business in bad and this is a stunt to drum up more business. There was a consumer report the other day saying that bank make extra charges of up to 2% for purchases people make overseas with credit cards. This is in addition to the loss because of exchange rates and the fee then the credit card companies (Visa, etc) charge (1% I think).

That’s about if for now. Managed to write a little bit more than last week.

Cheers.

Dad
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